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PREFATORY NOTICE.

These sheets were originally intended as a supplement 1o
a larger compilation in which I have been for some time engag-
ed, connected with the Ecclesinstical Statistics of Treland,
Althongh very nearly complete, T have delayed its pubiicetion, .
until the extent of tirhos payable by Landlords to the amount
of 85 per cent ¢an be sscertained ;. and on thig point, sufficient
information will J hope be shortly in my postession. Dut the
Presbyterian Church being unaffected by any such consideration,
and as her position is from varions CRUSe: NOW pressing jtself
on public. attention more than heretofore, there does not appear
ADY Teason against giving publicity at present to the following
remarks, which are founded on official decuments iy the Chief
Secretary’s Office.

G- M.

224 Junuary, 1836.
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AN ACCOUNT

OF THE

REGIUM DONUDM,

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF IRELAND.

The different returns which have, at various
perieds, been officially produced of the population
of Ireland, are far less accurate than similar returns
from England and Scotland. Until the census of
1821, every statement on the subject was entirely
comjectural ; proceeding not on any actual cnume-
ration, but on a return of the number of houses
made by the Hearth Tax Collectors, multiplied by
six, as the probable number of occupiers in each
dwelling.

The results are in existence of eighteen different
returns of population, taken between 1672, and
15831, on the principle already stated; with the
exception, however, of the oldest, and the two last,
very little reliance can be placed on any of them.
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the increase of the former. What Protestantism
lost by desertion, was on a fair averace, made
good to her by the result of rewards, schools, and
similar institutions ; the loss or gain to either, on
the score of proselytism, is therefore, compara-
tively balanced. The recognised laws of population
are at fault, in accounting for a rate of increase
which had no reference to the means of subsistence,
but rather proceeded in defiance of them. This
national anomaly may be partly ascribed to the
degrading enactments which bewed down the great
bulk of the people, and deprived them of all motive
or exertion to get beyond bare subsistence. A
recklessness of character was thereby produced,
which, despising all prudential considerations, and
fostered by the minute subdivision of land, led
to a multiplication of the species, beyond all consi-
deration ; and a frightful mass of human misery
is the consequence, which no ordinary legislation
can alleviate or controul. The Protestants, on the
other hand, being more favourably dealt with, their
increase was regulated by the circumstances which
operate mn other settled agricultural countries, and
keep down the population to the level of sub-
sistence.

It is however, more than doubtful, whether there
were in Ireland the number of this denomination
returned in 1731.  Noman would rely on a census
in 1831, or 1821, or 1801, made exclusively by
the Established Clergy, because they have neither
the local nor personal knowledge necessary for the
undertaking ; and if they were confessedly defi-
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cient atthese latter periods, they must have been
much more so one hundred years ago, when non-
residence prevailed to a disgraceful extent. Instead
of crediting a random calculation of this descrip-
tion, it is more natural to suppose, that the follow-
ing extract from the petition to the Crown for in-
corporating the " Protestant School Society, gives
a truer dea of the state of Ireland in this respect.
The document is dated * Council Office, 17th
April, 1730, and is signed by the Bishops, Clergy,
and leading members of both Houses of Parlia-
ment. The words are—

# That in many places of thiz Kingdom, there are ereat tracts
of meuntainy and cowrse land, of ten, Lwenty, or thirty milesin
length, aod of a considerable breadih, slmost universally inha-
bited by Papists; and that in most parts of the same, and more
especially in the Provinces of Leinster, Munster, anil Commanght
—the Papists fur evceed the Protestants of all sorts, in nuwder.”

This language evidently implies that the Roman
Catholics amounted to much more than double
the other party; and it leaves the census of 1731,
in no better condition, in point of authenticity,
than those made prior or subsequent to that period.
The Bishop of Cloyne, in 1787, stated the mem-
bers of the Establishment to be little more than an
eight of the population, and he was well acquaint-
ed with the subjeet.

The first systematic enumeration was taken in
1521, and the second in 1831, but the mode pur-
sued on this last occasion is susceptible of im-
provement. Throughout Great Britain the census
was obtained in one day, by subdividing towns

* Swate of the Church of Treland, po 84
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and parishes into portions, of not greater extent
than one man could get over from five o'clock in
the morning, until eight at night.

Under such an arrangement, there was little
danger of omissions, or of persons being twice enu-
merated. In Ireland however, the census of 1831
was going on for five months, and many enumera-
tors had six, seven, and some ten and twelve
whole parishes to themselves. The pecuniary in-
terest of the enumerators was unguestionably be-
nefitted by this quantity of labour, but accuracy
and expedition, require on the next opportunity,
the adoption of the English mode; and there is
no paucity of competent persons in every distriet,
to carry it into effect.

The Commissioners of Public Instruction report,
ag correct, the following classification made by
them in the latter part of 1834, viz :—

Established Church,................ 552,064,
Roman Catholies,......cococcoeei. 6,427,712,
Fresbyteans . —c o s 642,356.
Other Dissenters,........ccocooiinne 21,808.

The Methodists have at their own request been
included as members of the Establshed Church,
and the objections made to this proceeding seem
very unreasonable. Whether Primitive or Wes-
levan, the Methodists are most friendly to the
Establishment, which is, in return, very kind to
them. The former are in strict communion with
it, and the only difference, on the part of the
Wesleyans is, that the sacraments are adminis-
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tered to them by their own clerey.  Both use the
ritual of the Establishment, adopt its principles,
and preach its doctrines. The number of
Primitives is 17,738 ; of 'Weslevans, 26,837 ; and
these 43,775 people, own 276 chapels. Theirstations
with the financial contributions are detailed ‘in
the appendix from the minutes of Conference :—
and the average attendance of Independents, Mo-
ravians, Baptists, and Quakers, have been taken
from the report of the Commissioners.

As I shall have shortly an opportunity of going
mmto & minute parochial account of the actual work-
ing of the Established Church, and of its funds, it
will be at present sufficient to observe, that the
net amount of tithes due to the Parochial Clergy, is
a fraction over £500,000; and about £43,000, in
addition, are received from the same source by the
Bishops. The Glebes yield nearly £82,000, and
in certain corporate fowns there is, in lien of
tithes, a house tax called Minister's Money, aver-
aging £10,000. a-year. The See Lands of each
Bishopric produce besides, a revenue of £128,000.
The WVicars Choral or Minor Canons, share
£10,000 of tithe property among them. The Eco-
nomy Estates formed for keeping the Cathedrals in
repair, receive also, £10,552.; and various Dig-
nitaries, and Prebends, enjoy, from rents of houses,
interest on stock, &e., arevenue of £7,125. After
allowing 5 per cent. to cover the expense of collec-
tion, these various items will be rather more than
£750,000. a-year of Church Property. This is
exclusive of Boulter's Fund, and other private
endowments, left for the increase of Small Livings.




8

The Church Temporality Act of 1833, laid a tax
on the incomes of the Clergy, which should produce
ahout £20,000 a-year. This sum, with the pro-
ceetls of ten sees, ordered to be extinguished, and
the sale of the Bishops' lands to the tenants im-
memorially in possession, was to be applied for
building and repairing Churches, augmenting poor
Livings, and other purposes previously defrayed
by vestry cess. By the Church Bills, brought
forward in 1834 and 18335, it is propoesed to strike
off at once thirty per cent. from the compounded
amocunt of tithes, with the view of subjecting the
Landlords: to payment of the greater part of the
remainder. This arrangement would reduce the
half million to £350,000 ; and as all parishes hav-
ing less than fifty Protestants, are on vacancies
occurring, to be, under certain circumstanes, leit
vacant—another sum of £55,000 (being the tithes
of these parishes,) would ultimately be deducted,
bringing down the Tithe property to £295,000 a-
year.

While it is, on the one hand proposed, that the
£55,000 receivable from these parishes, should be
given over to the National Board of Education, it
is on the other hand contended, that this appropria-
tion is not only contrary to the settlement of 1833
(whereby the interest of all lapsed benefices was
to be exclusively applied for Church purposes ), but
that it is incompatible with the principle of an es-
tablishment. The excitement attending this matter
might lead one to suppose that the £55,000 were
already open for distribution; instead of which, it
caunot be expected that such will be the case for
fifteen vears to come.
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After the deductions from suppressed sees, the
Archbishops of Armagh and Dublin, with the ten
Bishops, will receive the following incomes, viz,

Armagh, with Clogher, £9994 0 3
Dublin,with Kildare, 7786 18 0O
Meath, 4068 10 7
Down, Connor, and Dromore, 4204 17 5
Derry and Raphoe, 5999 -3 &
Kilmore, Ardagh, and Elphin, 6225 9 B8
Ferns, Leighlin, and Ossory, 5730 15 5
Cashel, Emly, Waterford, and

1 ismore, 6308 5 2
Limerick, Ardfert, and Aghadoe, 4973 9 1
Cork, Ress, and Cloyne, 4091 T 10
Killaloe, Kilfenora, Clonfert, and

Kilmacduagh, 3966 9 1L

Tuam, Killala, and Achonry, 4018 17 9

The bench of Bishops will have consequently a
sum of £67361 4s. 7d. among them,

A great evil in the administration of the Esta-
Llished Church is the number of clergymen who
receive tithes, without discharging any duty in re-
turn. He that serves the altar should live by the
altar: but here are to be found a serious number
of persons who have no altar, or who neglect it,
and yet draw large revenues, while hard- working
meritorious curates are worse paid than common
tradesmen. Itis nouncommon thing in Ireland for
a non-resident rector to be the stipendiary curate of
some other parish, or engaged in a chaplainship ;
any little duty required by his own parishioners, 1s
performed for a few pounds by a neighbouring cu-

o
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rate, while he takes the residue of the rectomal
tithes, and receives also his salary of curate or
chaplain. To say that he is non-resident, becanse
he has but few Protestants, is practically to-admit
that no clergyman is wanted in the parish; and if
there be no clergyman, there should be no pay.
The Protestants will not improve in number by
his absence ; their paucity should be indeed, a sti-
mulus for him to reside, and increase them, and any
man who acts otherwise, is an enemy to the Estab-
lished Church and to Protestantism itself. Early
inthe 17th century, varions Livings were confer-
red on English clergymen, who mnever made
two visits to their benefice in lreland, which led
to the act of 1665, commencing thus:—

Whereas divers spiritual persons who have benefices or other
ecclesinstical dignitivs or promotions in his Majestys Kingdom
of England, do commonly aceept of, and retain ishopries, er
other scelosinstical  dignitivs, benefices, or promotions in  his
Maujesty’s Fingdom of lreland, the duties of both which in the
saidl several kingdoms, they are in no wise able to discharge ;—
wherehy the service of Goid and His worship. &5 in many places
of this kingdom neglected, e

The very abuse prohibited by this act, of having
cures in the two kingdoms, is to this day commit-
ted, by having the same in different counties or
dioceses; and there are rectories not visited three
times a-year, because the rector is employed in
other parts of the country, or prefers living in Dub-
lin, London, or Bath.

The tax called * Minister's Money” was first im-
posed by statute in 1665, and enables the incum-
bents of parishes, where from the ground being
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built on, there can beno tithes, to apply for a va-
luation of all houses by competent persons, upon
vath. No house was to be valued at a higher rent
than £60 nor was the assessment to exceed five
per cent, and the clergyman might, every three
years, apply to the Lord Lieutenant for a new va-
luation of houses built in the interval, or to amend
former returns. On a search through the re-
cords of the Privy Council back to 1711, it appears
that this assessment is only enforced in the eight
following towns, viz. :—Drogheda, Dublin, Kil-
kenny, Limerick, Clonmel, Waterford, Cork, and
Kinsale. The old valuation has in most cases,
been seldom corrected, while whole streets of new
houses in these towns are totally exempt from the
tax. The fees received from churchyards, and for
officiating at Marriages, Baptisms, and Funerals,

are under £500 a year, the greater part of this sum
being paid in the single parish of St. Peter’s,
Dublin, From the insolvency of landlords, the non-
occupation of old houses, and other causes, the Mi-
nister'’s Money is greatly dimimshing, and unless
a remedy be provided, the Established clergy in
Town parishes will be worse paid than elsewhere.

Shortly after the Revolution, several Protestant
foreign churches were endowed by the Irish Go-
vernment; seven of them were intended for the
French refugees living in Dublin, Dundalk, Lis-
burne, Portarlington, Waterford, Cork, and Innis-
shannon ; and a German church was also erected
for the accommodation of Hanoverian subjects,
and other Protestant strangers. The first charge




for them on the Civil List was in 1727, under the
head of Incidents. In 1739 the item was shifted
to the Pension List, and in 1801, such’of them as
were to continue permanent charges, were placed on
the Consolidated Fund, by authority of Parliament,
The Irish House of Commons, in an address to
the Crown on 14th October 1697, proposed en-
dowing a foreign Protestant clergyman in every
parish, where fifty Protestant foreigners might
happen to reside, in order that religious worship
toight be performed to them in their own language.
Bat a similar provision for their own poor country-
men was never thought of ; and although there are
to the present day, nearly two millions of persons
who speak the Irish languace, neither the Govern-
ment nor the Established Church has made any
competent provision for their instruction.

In concluding this cursory notice of the Esta-
blished Church, it is proper to observe, that the
Protestant Dissenters have enjoyed full and entire
toleration in Ireland, since the accession of William
IIT., although a statute to this effect was not passed
until the accession of George I.in 1719. The nu-
merjcalposition of the Establishment in reference to
the Roman Catholic population, unquestionably led
to much of this favour, and compelled the two par-
lies in the state to consider themselves not as Fipis-
copalians or Presbyterians, but as Protestants. Be
the causes however what they may, the fact is
undeniable, that Dissenters in Ireland are under
none of the restrictions and disqualifications still
remaining on their fellow-subjects in England.
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This immunity from vexation ecither fanciful
or real, has never been injurious-to the Es-
tablishment. The eclergy associate in common for
the promotion of all benevolent and religious ob-
jects without jealousy er unkindness, and while
some of the worst enemies to the Established
Church are to be found in her own ranks, nota
few of her best friends fall under the description
of Dissenters. But it is now time to close these
preliminary remarks, and proceed to consider the
subject in hand.

The colonization of Ulster by emigrants from
Seotland, introduced Presbyterianism about the
year 1610; and the Established Church of Scot-
land supplied them with clergymen. A conside-
rable body of Scots troops did permanent duty
for several years during the middle of that cen-
tury in the North, each regiment having chaplains
who officiated, not only to the military, but also to
their countrymen in the new settlements. Pres-
byterianism became, from these causes sonearly
universal in Ulster, that the fithes of various dis-
tricts were paid to these Scots clergymen.
Events however, attending the Civil War, and the
great rebellion of 1641, threw back the country for
centuries, broke up all existing relations, and
nearly ruined the Presbvterian mterest in Ireland.
Cromwell restored tranguillity, but being himself
an Independent, and keenly opposed to the English
Presbyterian party, he felt little sympathy for

‘their brethren in Ireland ; and it does not appear

from the records of his government, which are
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still in existence, that there is any authority for
the averment made by several writers, of his having
| given pecuniary aid to the Presbyterian clergy.

A few years after the Restoration, Charles 11.
commenced the distribution of small sums of
money among the English Presbyterian clergymen,
who had been ejected by the act of Uniformity ;
he also extended the same system in 1672, among
the Ulster Presbyterians, and through the agency
of the first Lord Granard, six hundred pounds
were annually divided between them. The neces-
sitous condition of this King however, towards the
concluding years of his reign, prevented the pay-
ment of the allowance, and it was not of course,
{ renewed by his successor.

When King William landed, the Ulster Presby-
terian clergy were forward in publicly assembling,
and voting him an address; a deputation of their
body went also over to London, with an offer of
their services in his cause. On his Majesty’s
coming in 1690 to Ireland, the claims of these
clergy being brought under his notice, he was
pleased on the 19th of June, while in camp at
Hillsborough, to grant them (in lieu of their tithe
claim) a compensation of £1270 a year, payable
by the Collector of Customs at Belfast; but the
trade of the port wag, at that period so small, that
the Collector had not funds to meet this demand.
His Majesty accordingly cancelled the former
warrant, and on the 19th of September 1691, ex-
ecuted letters patent, placing the amount on his
Civil List, and to be paid at the Irish Exchequer.
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No further notice (except the entries of its issue)
appears until the 23d of October 1703, when in a
Committee of Finance of the whole house, the
Irish Commons, without discussion, unanimously
resolved—* That (with several other charges) the
payment of the £1200 to Non-Conforming
Ministers, was an unnecessary branch of the Fiscal
Establishment.” The House never cancelled its
resolution, but it appeared on after consideration,
so little warranted by the circumstances, that the
matter was dropped, and the money continued to
be issued as usual.

This sum of £1200 was exclusively enjoyed
Ly the Presbyterian ministers in the North, de-
nominated the Synod of Ulster; but several English
Presbyterian clergymen and people, had settled
in Munster, either during the occupation of Ire-
land by the Parliamentary army, or after the act
of Uniformify had driven them from their own
churches.  Small congregations (unconnected
with the North) had been formed by these English
Presbyterians in  Dublin, Clonmel, Limerick,
Waterford, Cork and Bandon; and through the
interest of Dr. Calamy, and several other English
Presbyterians, % Queen Anne wasin 170%,induced
to allow for their support £800 a year out of her
Privy Purse, which grant has usually passed under
the name of the English Bounty, in consequence
of being remitted over from London to the Irish
Treasury. The clergymen receiving the £300

* Colamy’s Memoirs.
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i year, made themselves known as the “ Southern
Association,” afterwards as the “ Presbytery,” and
more lately, as the “ Synod” of Munster.

The annual payment of these two grants con-
tinued without change until 1784, By King's
Letter of 7th January in that year, £1000 were
added to the £1200 originally given to the Synod
of Ulster ; and to a new section of Scots Presby-
terians cailcd Seceders, (who had sprung up in the
interval), his Majesty at the same time, granted
£500 a year.

Another King's Letter dated 21st January
1792, placed £5000 on the Irish Civil List, which
were divided among the three bodies in the follow-
ing proportions, viz: The Synod of Ulster, £3750;
Seceders, £927. 8s. 5d., and Synod of Munetcr
£332. 11s. 7d. The next increase was in 1804,
when a considerable sum was obtained for the first
time by Parliamentary vote; and gradual aug-
mentations have at length, brought up the total
charge to £25400 a year. On the report of a
select committee of the House of Commons in
1831, the various payments out of the Civil List
were all cancelled, and the gross sum s now pro-
vided for in the Irish miscellaneous estimates of
the year. This is an important regulation.

The several grants out of the Civil List, appear
to have been made at times of great public emer-
gency, and give in some degree a particular
character to the transaction. The first patent for
£1200 was executed ten days before the battle of
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the Boyne, while King William was advancing
through Downshire, surrounded and supported by
the Presbyterians of Ulster; the grants of £1000
and of £500 in 1784, arose out of the memorable
strugzles of 1782, and the Irish Volunteers; the
srant of £3000 m 1792, was connected with certain
clectioneering contests in two northern counties, of
—f much importance to the government of the day;
while the increase of 1804, was promised immedi-
ately after the rebellion of 1798, and held out as in
contemplation during the discussion on the
Union, but various obstacles retarded the fulfill-
ment of the promise for three years afterwards.

N\

It has been seen that the Irish Presbyterian
| Church was originally, a branch of the Estab-
lished Church of Scotland. Various deviations

Lowever, from the procedure and doctrine of the

3 parent Establishment silently cfept in; and in

- consequence of the General synod of Ulster hav-
ing early in the eighteenth century, eriforced

subseription to the Westminster Confession of
Faith from all its members, ten ministers in 1726
separated from that Synod, and associated them-
selves under the name of the Presbytery of Antrim,
which they still retain. This article of subscrip-
tion fell afterwards into general disuse through-
out the Svnod itself, but attempts commenced
about 1525, to correct the deviation (with its con-
comitant evils) and to return to what is the stand-
ing law of the Church of Scotland. These
attempts, in 1829, drove off seventeen other Mi-

-

nisters, who formed themselves into what s called
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the Remonstrant Synod of UlsterA(ThJs new 7

division, with the Presbytery of Antrim, and the
Synod of Munster, are not only non-subscribers
to the Westminster Confession, but they unite gg
one missionary body for the prnpa*r&n}n of
U‘ftarmmsm in Ireland.

. When the Regium Donum was originally confer-
red on thegAntrim Presbytery, and & the Remon-
strants, as :mches of the Church of Scotland, and
on the Munster Synod, by the interest of orthodox
Presbyterians in London, neither Ariani$m nor So-
cinianism were imputed to them ; bufithe former is
now openly professed by these 1‘.‘1‘11'45-,1:‘.i bodies, and
the latter has been occasionly coungenancedy The

s, in requiring subscription to articles
of faitk” Butin Ireland is to be found three small
sects refusing this subeription, and further inveigh-

ing statedly against the Trinity, while they are, at :

the same time, maintained by a State which makes
the belief of this doctrine as much part of its public
law, as Protestantism itself. To this subject ge-
neral attention has been for some time, directing
itself.

The penalties imposed by the 18th of Charles
I1. on non-conformers, were not repealel as re-
spects the Unitarians, until 1817 ; for the tolera-
tion Act of 1719, expressly ewmpted from its

‘é'b
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operation, all deniers of the Trinity. But this act
of 1817 merely relieves the Unitarians from the
statutory penalties laid on by Charles ; it gives them
no other benefit of any kind, nor does it at all
sanction the appropriation by Unitarians, of funds
left to them, when they were Trinitarians. The
Presbyterians of Ireland cannot be regarded as
Dissenters from the Established Church, as they
were never members of it. They came to Ireland
as Presbyterians—they obtained their territorial
settlements as such—and the law recognized them
in that character. | The Westminster Confession

/of Taith was the comimon creed of the (Scots,

English, and Irish Prckb_}termns from the period
of its pr mm,.lgmmu it was so when King William
endowed them in 1690, it was so at thﬂ sucess-
sive auo-mcnt#tmnq of the endowment, and it is so at
the present day. The State has continued the
payment to all parties, on the presumption that
thése parties are the identical representatives of
those originally endowed. Haptm’fi’ Separatists,
Irvingites, or the believers in “‘muthcﬂte may cali
themselves Presbyterians; butthe mere assnumption
of that term,or the assimilation of merely ecclesiasti-
cal arrangements to the Presbyterian form, would
not make these sects the legal heirs of the religious
deminations endowed in 1690 or lTUb The Church
of England has it its 39, and the Church of Scof-
land its 33 Articles. To the believers of these
33 Articles, the State assigned in Scotland,- ihe
possession of the tithes; and to a portion of the
people of Scotland who were brought by the State
to Ireland, a pecuniary allowance was made for the




support of their clergy. It now appears, that
under the plea of declining to subscribe the 33
articles of the Westminster Assembly, certain
Presbyterian Clergy impeach the articles them-
selves, apd particularly deny the doetrine of the
Trinity. | If this be the fact, they are not the|
persons for whose benefit the grant was made and |
they cut themselves off from all participation in the |
fund.t" It is right however to observe, that although
in several publications ascribed to ministers of the
Synod of Munster, the Remonstrants, and the
Presbytery of Antrim, the Westminster Con-
fession and the doctrinal articles of the Church of
England are impeached, yet that these sects in
their official communications withthe Government,
represent themselves as Orthodox, and wisely
deny the change imputed to them. misunder-
standing having arisen in 1831 ina congregation
under the Presbytery of Antrim on the occasion of
electinga clergyman—some of the people being
for ene candidate, while others objected to him
that he was a Unitarian, the Presbytery in his and
their own behalf disclaimed the charge, and vindi-
cated themselves by a reference to their petition to
the IHouse of Commons in 1825, from which the fol-
lowing passage is taken, viz:——“That the peti-
tioners are distinct from the Synod of Ulster in
nothing except in being exempt from their jurisdie-
tion, and from taking a part in regulating their
congregations ; which separation took place in
1726 purely on the prineiple of non-subscription
to the Westminster Confession of Faith, and not
as has been alleged, for entertaining sentiments
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different from those called Evangelical; for the
non-sabseribers solemnly and earnestly professed
their concurrence with their brethren, but thought
it unlawful to admit of any human imposition in
matters of faith.” The Synod of Ulster abides by
the Westminster Confession, and the Antrim Pres-
bytery state that they differ #n nothing from that
Synod, except in the merely mechanical act of
signing their names on admission into office, to the
33 articles of the Confession. Neither do they
“ entertain sentiments different from those called
Evangelical.” Now as Arianism and Socinian-
ism are not understood to come under the term
Eoangelical, the Presbytery should shew that they
preach the doctrines of the Westminster Con-
fession, which are the doctrines of the Synod of
Ulster. Tf they cannot do this, their title in law to
any portion of the Regium Deonum, isat an end.

It has been already mentioned, that the Remon-
strants consist of seventeen Ministers, originally
members of the Synod, but from whom they sepa-
rated in 1830. The language used by them in
announcing this step to Government deserves
notice—* Remonstrants have separated from the
Gieneral Synod of Ulster, not on the ground of
theological differences, but simply to maintain
that liberty of conscience which is guaranteed by
the principles of the British Constitution, and
founded on the basis of Divine Revelation. The
separation of the Presbytery of Antrim in 1726
was on grounds precisely similar to those which
produced the late division.” The terms ¢ Liberty
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of Conscience,’ British Constitution,” * Divine Re-
velation,” are here totally out of place, for the only
fact to ascertain is the truth of the statement, that
there was no theologicul difference between the
parties. If this be true, then the Remonstrants
must be Trinitarians, and the Presbytery of Antrim
must be Evangelical, as both say they differ in
nothing from the Synod of Ulster, which holds by
the Westminster Confession. The English Courts
have recently decided, that an endowment granted
to Trinitarians, cannot be enjoyed by Unitarians ;
and if the creed of the donor be in this case of
importance, the King was, and is a Trinitarian,
and never made the grant to any other sect. He
never endowed Unitarians, nor is the money issued
to them as such; and its appropriation for the
support of Unitarian Ministers, or Missionaries, is
a violation of the trust™ It may be asked, is it
admitted or can it be proven, that these three
denominations are Arians, Socinians or Unitarians?
On this point it will be perhaps sufficient to refer
to the examination on cath of several of their Mi-
nisters taken by the Commissioners of Inquiry
into Irish Education, and printed by order of Par-
liament. The following are extracts ;:—

To Rer. Dr. Montyomery—* Are there any points connected
with doctrines as distinenished from the mere povernment . and
discipline of the Established Church, from which you as a Pres-
byterian Clergyman feel oblized to dissent?  Ans.—I shoald
feel disposed as an individual to dissent from some of them, Lut
not simply as a Presbyterien Clerpyman.  As to doctrines, 1
showmld dissent from several of the doctrinal articles. 1 do mot
profess to be a believer in the doctrine of the Trinity. 1 wish
to state that distinctly, and 1 should dissert from ibe articles
which inculeate that particular view.
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Will you state the distinction between a modern Secinian, and
a Unitarfan ¥ Ans.—1I helieve they are precisely the same, but
at the same time Arians are called sometimes Unitarians, becanze
they believe in one God.  Indeed Arians can have no great ob-
jections to be colled Unitarians, becanse they believe in the unity
of the Deity; but there is no differenca between  Unitarians
commonly so called, and modern So¢inians.”

To Rev. Mr. Biruce, junior—It has been stated to the Com-
missiomers that there are some peculiatities of doctrine that dis-
tinguish the preshytery of Antrim from the synod of Ulster pe-
nerally. We should be obliged to you to explain how that is,
and what it is?  Ans—Our only bond of union is to acknow-
ledge the Seriptures onky, and each Minister is at liberty to form
the best opinton he can, of the doctrines contained in the Scrip-
tures. T believe in point of fact, there are not any of the present
Minizsters of the Preshytery of Antrim, Trinitarians, but at the
original formation of it in the year 1725, they were Trinitarians.
I cannot say whether they were all so.

How many Ministers docs the Presbytery of Antrim at pre”
gent contain?  Ans.—Ten.

Is it your impresslon that there is not so much s one Trinita-
gian ameng the number 2 Ans.—I do not know of one; I might
gay I am pretty sure there is not one.

Do you consider Mr. Montgomery ss agreeing with you in
religions views? Ans—Yes I do generally, and as far as we
have ever explained, we do agree.

Is there any term in Church History by which yon would be
content to designate your own views of Christianity 2 Ans.—
We are commonly designated Arians, and we do not olject to
the term, without knowing what Arius actually thought on many
points. We are anti-Trinitarians or Arians, distinguished from
t.hﬁ Trinitarians on the one hand, or the Huomenitarians on the
wlher. !

Rev. Dr. Hincks—In what Presbytery were you ordained ?
Ans—It was then the Presbytery of Munster, it has latierly
been called the Synod of Munster, baving been united with the
Southern Preshytery of Dublin,

The Aran doctrine is vnderstsod to be the doctrine of thut
gynod?  Ans—There are persons not Arians, members of it,
but the greater number of them are so.”
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It is immecessaay to be multuplying further quo-
J tations, for these depositions from leading members
of the three sects shew, that instead of differing
in nothing from the Synod of Ulster, or having no
.. theological difference with 1t, the Synod of Munster,
"84 Presbytery of Antrim, and the Remonstrants, have
4 yu | totally departed in doetrine. How their official
| | statement can be reconciled with the evidence given
¥ on oath by the same individuals, is not at present
af_, | for inquiry. It plainly appears, that the three sects
- are Unitarians ; and on the principles of law laid
| down by the English Judges, they have by this
change forfeited all right to the public endowments
in their possession.

The total number of Presbyterians in Ireland
at the close of 1334, appear from the Public
Instruction Commissioners report to be 642,356 ;
a considerable portion of this number however
are not clamed by the endowed sections
of the Presbyterian Church, but belong to other
sub-divisions who have never accepted the Re-
giom Donum. In February 15834 an address
was presented by the House of Commeons to the
Crown, praying for a return of the strength of
each congregation in receipt of royal bounty, and
each Minister accordingly stated the number under
his pastoral charge. As the Preshyterian Clergy
live much among their people, and have a personal
knowledge of all their members, it iz not to be sup-
posed that many were omitted to be returned by the
Ministers, who knew well the political import-
ance of the proceeding. A copy of the return is
given in the appendix, with in many instances, the
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average attendanee at public worfhip as stated
by these clergymen themselves to the Commis-
sioners, in the winter of 1834 ; and after making
every allowance for aged, sick, juvenile, and those
otherwise necessarily absent, thé attendance is
{particularly throughout the Synod of Ulster) far
below what it ought to be, whatever are the geo-
graphical obstrnctions in mountainous or sea eoast
distriets. . This statement of average dttendance
volantarily furnished 'by the clergy, has been
eiven in the most favourable way ; if the minister
stated, that in summer his hearers were from 150
to 200, and in winter from 90 to 140 ; the highest
number of 200 is given in every case, thus making
the greatest summer attendanee, the AVETagE num-
ber. Even then according to this view, the atten-
dance iz much disproportioned to the gross number
returned to goverment in February 1834 ; but the
accuracy of that official refurn, is at all events in
some instances, in direct oppuosition to the return
made a few months afterwards by the clergy them-
selves o the Commissioners. Let us for instance
take up the caleulation made on this subject in
behalf of the four following congregations in
the Presbytery of Dublin, connected with the
Synod of Ulster, viz, —

Totel Naminr of

No. of Congrepation, Frasbyterianein 1851 in

Ly rotnrned in Spring 1834, Avcrago nttendance, the parish {llrd_'lagrigt
Kingstown. . ... 9, L e s 186
Caclosr. ... ... 900 S0 . LR
Yaemore . . R e Al 45
Mullingar..... 3250\ Y00, ... Bl <ol 74

The minister of Kingstown returned to Govern-
E
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ment, that his congregation amounted to 600 ;
a few months afterwards, Le stated the attendance
at one half, and when the Commissioners take
down the names of every man, woman, and child,
they only find 186 persons acknowledging them-
selves Presbyterians. In Carlow 200 is returned,
with an audience of 55, while only 68 Preshyterians
could be found.* In Lismore again out of 220
returned to Government as the congregation, the
minister himself gave the Commissioners a list of
the whole Presbyterian population, amounting to
but 45; and in the case of Mullingar the clergyman
who in 1834 officially reported that his congrega-
tion was 1250, admitted eight months afterwards
to the Commissioners, that the gross number
of Presbyterians was only 74, and his average
attendance but 80. In a circuit of several counties
are not to be found so many Preshyterians, as each
of these four ministers claimed as his own congre-
gation alone ; while it is to be observed, that this
was described as a return of Irish Presbyterians.

Subsequent to the production of this Congre-
tional Censns, a few small stations were endowed,
and the additional number has been added to the
former total. The Synod of Munster did not account
for their membership until the Commissioners of
Inquiry commenced their labours, and the result

* The pastoral charge of this congregation, has been for
weeks at a time under the care of lay preachers balonging to
the Independents : there i alsoan organ in the Meeting-house,
with the knowledee of the Preshytery.
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is now stated.  Overlooking then any inaccuracy
in the Dublin district, and assuming the entire
veracity of the whole returns, the relative propor-
tions are as follows, viz.

Claimed by the Synod of Ulster 370161
by the Seceders .. g 83512

by the Presbytery of Antrim 9075

by the Remonstrant Synod 17879

by the Synod of Munster 1831

491458

TheReformedPresbyterian Synod,or Covenanters,
are over 16000; a small sect called Seots Seceders
in connection with the original Becession ; and
four other congregations of a Seceding character
but who keep aloof from all others, amount
together to nearly 3000. The aggregate of the
Covenanters and these two divisions (none of
whom accept Bounty), may be set down at 20000.
This will leave in Ulster no less a number than
130898 Presbyterians, or at all events one hundred
thousand, who are not under the charge of any
clergyman of their own. Here then is a field for
missionary labour at home ; here are materials
for one hundred and fifty new congregations; and
if efforts be not made to provide for them, other
denominations will be slipping in, and taking
away the people from the Presbyterian Church.
What has been already done, is little compared
to what yet remains ; and however extensive are
the claims of Africa, India, and America on mis
sionary supply, the claim of Ireland in its present
condition, is paramount to them all.
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Up to 1803, the Royal Bounty was equally shared
between the whole clergy of each Symod ; as part
of the arrangement concluded at that date however,
the ministers were divided into three classes, the
first receiving £100, the second £75, and the third
£50 Irish currency..  This was only applicable to
the Synod of Ulster, for the corresponding rates
with the Seceders, were but £70, £50, and £40
currency ; the Synod of Munster was rated at
£100, £75, and £60. In 1534, the few third class
congregations of the Seceders were moved info
the second, and this rate abolished. . The seat
rents are supposed to amount to £100, £75,£50,
before the Crown assigns any portion of Bounty,
and the government allowance is to be equal to
the payment by thé congregation. Many Pres-
byterian clergymen in addilion to the seat rents,
and the Regium Donum, are also chaplains of
County and City Jdﬂs for which they have an ad-
ditional salary ; some of them too get support from
the Irish Evangelical Society, and other Mis-
sionary Associations to the extent of £15, £20,
and even £30 a year. On the estates in Derry
belonoing to the corporation of London, the Pres-
byterian Clergy are allowed each ten pounds a
year by the company.

Applications have been £ requently made by the
Synods to induce the Government to cancel this
classification, by placing all elergymen in the first
class ; hut the proposal after many deliberations,
has been hithérto negatived. On the last occasion,
the Synods complained of this classification as
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eontrary to the constitutional rights of their
Church, inasmuch as it destroved the parity of
rank, so essential to Presbyterianism. But parity
of income has not in thiz matter any connection
-with parity of ecclessiastical rank, and the clérgy-
man who has not yet been endowed at all, or who
is only in the third class, has the very samestanding
and authority as if he were at the top ofthe Trea-
sury Roll ; and even if equalization of the Bounty
were granted, inequality of income must continue
so long as one congregation pays more seat rent
than another.  This proposal involves an annual
expense of ten thousand pounds on the present
scale of congregations, without counfing on any
addition to the number, although many applica-
tions are now in dependance ; but the ohjeet could
be accomplished by dividing the present total
grant equally among the clergymen as prior o
1803, without increased expense to .the public.
This mode however was not suggested by the
Synods. The first deliberate consideration given
to the proposed equalization was during the Duke
of Bedford’s viceroyalty ; it is unnecessary to
oive at present more on the subjeet than the Chief
Secretary’s official announcement to the Synod’s
Moderator.

Dublin Castle, 26tk July, 1806,

BIR,

His Grace the Lord Lientenant having given the most
mature deliberation to the suggestions which you were deputed
to communicate to him, in respect 1o the Begium Donum, and
having also taken the sentiments of iz Majesty's confidential
servants on the subject, I am commanded to acquaint you for
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the information of the respectable persons who compose the
Preshyterian Synod of Ulster, that it is not judged advisable
to recommend any alteration in the mode at present adopted
for the distribution of that fund.

I have, &c.

Signed,—W . ELLIOT.

When the maiter was prematurely introduced
mto Parliament on 3rd March 1835, the Chancellor
of the Exchequer is said to have observed *¢ that
those who recommend the lasting increase of an
annual estimate of this nature, are bound to lay
before the House the extent of the congregations
to which those ministers belong, and other facts
which must occur to the mind of every member.
I stated to the Synod of Ulster, that I should have
great difficulty in conceding such a grant of money
ag would necessarily be required, without previous
minute investigation ; and I added that I should be
a real enemy to the Body if I brought forward a
propesition which was not assented to by the
House.” Here the matter dropped until the next
SESS1011.

When a Presbyterian elergyman is first en-
dowed, the Minister in his petition to the Lord
Lientenant states that his congregation having
undertaken to pay him £50 a year, he therefore
prays that he may be placed on the Regium Donum
list for a similar amount. A certificate of his
having taken the oaths to Government is produced,
and the Moderator or annunal President of the
Synod certifies the accuracy of the statement.
From the number of similar applications always
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pending, some time elapses before the petition can
be granted ; and in moving congregations from the
third to higher rates, much negotiation and impor-
tunity are put in requisition. A congregation
once endowed, has a favorable claim for promotion
to the second class, if its population has much
increased, and it is otherwise in a thriving con-
dition ; but representations have not seldom been
too suecessfully made on this subject, which would
not now stand the slightest serutiny. Take for
instance the cazes of Carlow and Mullingar already
mentioned, the former with an admitted congrega-
tion of 55 and the latter of 80 persons, both
Ministers receiving each £70 a year from Govern-
ment, while many congregations in the North
with an attendance of five, six, and seven hundred,
ean only get £50 a year. This is not propor
tioning the pay to the labour; and there are
congregations again, in respect of which £50 and
even 70 are annually given by the Crown,
although not even twenty pounds are after the
first year paid, or promised to be paid by the
people, whatever may have been otherwise alleged
in the minister’s petition to the Lord Licutenant.
In various parts of the South, East, and West of
Ireland, a Regium Donum Minister. is stationed
with some forty or fifty persons of all ages, and
where the population being entirely Roman
Catholic with a few Episcopalians, there is no
prospect of a congregation being ever formed, which
it can be the duty of the State permanently to
uphold. A rival sect, a more popular preacher,
fluctuations in trade, emigration, and other causes
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often reduee a particular congregation beyond
recovery, while the religious opinions of the sur-
rounding neighbourhood, forbid any expectation of
inerease from proselytism. Yetif Regium Donum
has been once obtained for any congregation mo
matter on what representations, and utterly
regardless of any =ubsequent decline or even
extinction, it s kept up, and the money drawn
for it on the Irish Synodical axiom, that a
perpetnal anmuity is'created against the publie,
which no subsequent changé of circumstances can
atfect, whether the congregation be ten personsor
ten hundred, or whether there be am officiating
Minister in being, or not. There are also congrega-
tions receiving the Regium Donum which were poor
at their original endowmeunt, but are now in possess-
ion of large incomes from charitable bequests and
similar gifts ; to transfer the Bounty from them to
needy and infant congregations, would be only
acting up to the spirit of the grant. Its present dis-
tribation is also' otherwise in many cases
not less faulty, than the finaneial arrangements
of the Established Church, and is unques-
tionably injurious ‘to the ecleroy themselves.
The scat-holders in wvarious congregations do
not by any means pay their fair proportion
towards supporting the minister ; and in fact the
ministers of other Dissenting congregations have
in certain stations better salaries without any
Regium Donum, than the Presbyterian clergy in
the same parts and with wealthier followers, have
with it. A people who are well able to support
their Minister, but who find the Govern-
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ment ready to bear a large proportion of the
expense, very naturally save up their own money,
and give little to the minister or to missionary
clamnms,

An act of Parliament has provided that the
teinds or tithes during a vacancy in Scotland, shall
be paid over to a fund for the support of the
widows and children of ministers. The Irish
Presbyterian clergy have a similar fund on the
common Friendly Society principles, and many
years ago the Crown consented that the Regiam
Donum falling due from the death of one minister
to the appointment of his successor, should be
given to this fund. As the Presbyterian clergy
are exclusively chosen by the congregation, several
months usually elapse before the various candi-
dates can be judged of; from this canse six months
pass over in almost every case, before the vacancy
can be filled up, and somewhat more in occasional
cases, The people m the interval regularly attend
their meetinghouse, where the wusnal worship
is performed by the adjoining ministers in turn.
But under this benevolent arrangement as to the
application of Bounty during a brief and tempo-
rary vacancy, will it be credited that the Regium
Donum has been regularly drawn for the last two
or three and twenty years, for congregations which
have completely died out? Yet such is the fact.
Two wvery small congregations once existed in
Dublin belonging to Scots Burgers and Anti Bur-
gers, the one meeting in Back-lape, and the other
in Mass-lane; £70 a year were assigned to the

F
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latter, and £50 to the former. A third congrega-
tion alterwards sprung up to which £70 were also
assioned, and the handful of people attached to the
former two, gradually merged into the third; the
two old congregations were extinguished, the
mestnzhouse disappeared, and of course no cler-
gyman was ever appointed to either. But the
Rezium Donum has been nevertheless punctually
drfwn every quarter for these two fictitious congre-
Jﬁn"ﬁ, and is of course intended to be drawn
until what are gravely called the Facancies be filled
up. In all Synodical Returns to government or to
parliament, these congregations are described as
enly © Vacant®nor was the shghtest intimation ever
siven when asking for increase or equalization of
Bounty, that® money was already obtamed under
such unusual circumstances. Much is justly said
of sinecures and non-cures in the Establishment;
bat it cannot certainly be said that tithes or
grants have been drawn for clergymen who never
existed. The name of Regium Donum although
still refained in cofmon conversation, is it must be
rememhered, now no longer applicable, for the
money has wholly become a Parliamentary Grant,
specially appropriated for the support of non-con-
forming clérgy, and for no other purpose whatever.
But to obtain it for one ohject, and then apply it to
another, is not in accordance with the yearly act of
Appropriation, nor with the regulations respecting
the disbursement of public money. So long as
the Regium Donum was borne on the Civil list, a
discretionary power remained with the Crown as
to its distribution, under which power Mass-

e e e e e %
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Back-lane and similar congregations
;: but this power is now in Parliament,
congregation called Aghadowie is like-
n receipt of Regium Donum, but the clergy-
never accepted it, and has 20 years ago

separaied with his people from the 50::&&1119
Symod.  The money is however drawn for this

ether vacant congregation although not given to
any minister.

Another anomaly deserves notice. There are
seven Preshyterian congregations having two clef-
gymen each, to whom separate Bounties are allow-
ed; and the only ground on which a second
minister can be required, is the great number of
people in charge. These congregations are called
collegiate. Three of them belong to the Synod of
Ulster, three to the Synod of Munster, and one to _
the Presbytery of Antrim. DBut it is remarkable
that these seven congreeations, instead of being
very large, are on the contrary very small; for
many congregations with a single clergyman,
in only the third class Bounty, are three times
more numerous than these collegiate charges, six of
which are in the first class. TIn three of these
eharges, there is no week day meeting, and only
one service each Sunday forenoon with less than
200 persons present and absent of all ages to
attend to; this is approximating the worst abuses in
%Eﬁt&bhshment In Belfast, the Presbytery of
Antrim have one congregation reported to consist of
the exact number of 1000 persons under charge of
only one clergyman ; at a few streets dlStHHLu, is to
be found a second congregation amounting to 450
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persons, having fico clergymen, both i the first
class. In Dublin, the Synod of Ulster have one
congrezation of 1148 and another of 418 persons,
each congregation having fwo clergymen; while
the Seceders a hundred vards further down, have
a congregation amounting to 1709 persons with
only ene clergyman, and he must necessarily
perform four times more duty from the number
of his people, than the other four. In Belfast,
and its vicinity, there are congregations of the
Synod of Ulster, containing three, four, and five
thousand people, with one minister, and no
congrezations are more efficiently served m the
kingdom. Inall the corporate towns inScotland, ex-
cept Edinburgh, although the smallest congregation
of the Established church, is larger than four or
five of the Irish collegiate charges added together,
there is only one Minister assigned to each; and
even in Edinburgh it is contemplated to adopt
this system. If however what the State does not
allow to the Established church of Scotland, is
to be continued on future vacancies to seven parti-
cular congregations in Ireland, and that these are
to be honoured at the public expense with two mi-
nisters, while one is amply sufficient for all the peo-
ple attached to each of them, it will be difficult to
comprehend the proceeding. Dublin is not the
metropolis of Presbyterianism, and if second mi-
nisters are to be given to large town congregations,
Belfast has the best and only right to any such com-
pliment.

An explanation has been given of what used to
pass under the name of the English bounty, being
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Queen Anne’s endowment to the Synod of Muns-
ter of £380 ) a year, reduced by office fees to £755
19s. 8d. There are but 13 Ministers in this Svnod,
having -9 congregutions; and the amount of Re-
gium Dormum issued to them is £1435 19s 5d. of
which however only £1057 19s. 7d. are retained,
the balance of £377 19s. 10d, being annually given
to the widows’ fand of the Ulster Clerey, in addi-
tion to “ vacant’ bounty already illustrated in part.
This sum of £377 19s. 10d. is another portion of
the £25400 annually appropriated by Parliament
for the support of non-conforming Clergy, and not
for their widows and children. No similar provi-
sion is made by the state for the families of Estah-
lished church ministers, although their claim is
certainly not inferior to that of any Dissenting de-
nomination; nor has any other Dissenting body
this Treasury resource to look to. The transaction
as at present arranged, has however a very round-
about appearance. A certain sumis voted for sup-
porting the Presbyterian clergy of Munster, who
no sooner receive the money, than they hand over
nearly ene-fourth of it to their Orthodox brethren
in Ulster, for the widow's fund. The object is be-
nevolent, but if the money can be so applied, it
shounld be openly voted to the fund, and net given
to it in any underhand manner.%

In addition tothe Regium Donum, a yearly grant
of £15001s also made to the Belfast Academical
Institution, which may be regarded as the Irish

* The Synod of Ulster Lias one Widows' fund, and the Sece-
ders have another for themselves.
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Presbyterian University. Previous to its establish-
ment in 1815, the young men intended for the mi-
nistry studied in Glasgow, and being strangers in
that large city where they usually lived in private
lodgings, their general conduct was not under the
notice of either friends or Professors. To cor-
rect so serious a defect, this home seminary was
erected by public subscriptions to the amount of
£25000, and the Parliamentary grant is expended
in salaries to the professors, who receive £150 a
year, with the exception of three who have only
£100 each. The students fee is two guineas
besides, and the course is from November to
May. There are classes for the several branches
taughtin the Scots Universities ; and attendance for
three sessions, is after examination, held equivalent
to the dezree of Master of Arts. [tis to be hoped
that so valuable an institution will receive such ad-
ditional aid by grant and private subscriptions, as
may place it in the rank of a University with the
customary privileges. The expectations of its
friends have been fully realised, and it is already
far more efficient and better known, than many of
these American colleges who most liberally export
their degrees, although their existence cannot be
discovered without carefully searching the map.
As the see of Dromore isto be suppressed, the of-
ficial Visitorship. then to become vacant of the
Institution, should be conferred on the Moderator
of the Seceding Synod.

With the Seceders and Covenanters, the election
of the ministers is vested in a majority of the male
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and female communicants, whether they pé
rent or not; in the Synod of Ulster asai
election is in the seat-holders, without rega
their being communicants, but they must have
seat-rent for twelve months previously to the ¢
of election, and not be in arrear. The candidate
must likewise be supported by two-thirds of the
electors present at the meeting, who also pay two-
thirds of the yearly amount of seat rent contrie
buted by the congregation. If for instance, sixty
qualified persens be present of both sexes, and
that the gross amount of seat rent is sixty pounds,
no clergyman can be chosen who has not 40 votes
paying in all £40, and the election must be from
time to time postponed, until one of the candidates
obtains this synodical majority of votes and money.
As a congregation can however be viewed only as
a religious society, it appears exceptionable to con-
vert so important a privilege as the election of
a minister into a civil right, depending not on
religious, but on pecuniary qualification ; for seat-
holders can be found in any congregation, unfitted
on various accounts to have a voice in this matter.
When the right is on the other hand confined to
communicants (the greater part of whom always
contribute some seat-rent), the election is then in
the hands of the constituent members of the
Christian Society there assembling, and who are
alome responsible for its welfare. The election is
at all events however in the hands of the peuple,
although the Crown at the arrangement of 1803
stipulated for a discretionary right of continuing or
withholding the Roval Bounty, to every newly

2
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elected clereyman of a previously endowed con-
gregation.  But this veto on the pay—mnot on
the appointment, has hitherto remained in abey-
ance.

This seems the proper place to mention, that the
several Trish synods have only one stated annual
meeting, usually between the end of June, and
middle of July, and the place of assembly is differ-
ent each year; an emergency sometimes occasions
an extra meeting. These synods are composed
of all the ministers of the body, with a lay elder
from each congregation, and are generally occupied
from five to eight days in the arrangement of their
affairs. No commissioner attends these meetings,
nor does the government officially know any thing
of their proceedings. The clerks of the synod of
Ulster, Seceders and Remonstrants, have £50 Irish
each year out of the Regium Donum, and the
Munster clerk £15; these clerks are always cler-
gymen appointed by each synod, and act as secre-
taries to their respective denominations.

To those who are aware of the extensive mjury
done to the Established Church of Scotland by
depriving her congregations of their right to elect
their own ministers and vesting it in a lay patron,
it must appear remarkable that the Irish Preshy-
terian church escaped a similar outrage. When
the act in guestion was clandestinely pushed
through the legislature in 1712, the Irish Presby-
terians eould not have been of much political
importance, and to no pther circumstance can be




\

4]

ascribed their good fortune; and having been orga-
nised at a time when the parent establishment was
quite free, Presbyterianism was in Ulster originally
founded on right principles, and the State never
subsequently assumed any control over her
progress.

The Regium Donum has for the last two or three
vears been frequently animadverted on in the dis-
cussions respecting the maintenance of an Estab-
lished Church. FEpiscopacy is the religion of the
State—although not in Ireland, the religion of the
people ; but Presbyterianism is neither the religion
of the State nor of the people, and yet it is en-
dowed by the State. The Crown again while it
contributes nothing towards the support of the
Established church of Scotland, has hitherto exer-
cised too much influence over her from the num-
ber of Roval advowsons; but in Ireland no such
patronage or any other Erastian influence exists,
although the Presbyterian clergy derive one half at
least of their yearly incomes direct from the
Treasury. In Upper Canada, a Regium Donum is
bestowed on the Episcopalian, Presbyterian, and
Roman Catholic Clergy, the average pavment
bemg sixty pounds to each minister; there i3 also
a Government Building grant for the erection of
chapels, in which the Wesleyan Methodists like-
wise participate. The population of these sects
bears some relation to the allocation of the money
among them, and the same rule is followed in the
other settlements of British America. In Scotland,
the Episcopalian clergy receive a Regium Donum

G
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of £1200 a year, one half of which is given to
their six Bishops, and the remainder is shared
among the subordinate clergymen. In several of
the German States, in''France, and Belgium,
although an established church exists, a state pro-
vision is also made for the Dissenting clergy of
certain denominations; and in Holland, the Lu-
therans, Calvinists, Remonstrants, Baptists, and
the Walloon churches, all share in one common
fund arising from a tax for the support of religion.

But a regulation exists in the latter kingdom to
prevent the endowment of congregations which
may leave existing sects, either from laxity or from
supposed supertority, in doctrine and discipline.
This 1s to check unnecessary expenditure, a sub-
ject beginning to require some attention in Treland.
A congregation for instance of the Presbytery of
Antrim, or Remonstrants, split away, and one
party are foran orthodox clergyman belonging to the
syﬁnd of Ulster or Seceders, while the rest prefer
an Arian, and the minority build a new chapel.
In time, all these congregations, young and old,
orthodox, and heterodox, are separately endowed;
and while only one clergyman was in a particular
district chargeable to the public, two and even
three became so within a short period, not from
any increase of Presbyterian population, but from
the multiplication of theological distinctions. The
tithes of the parish are given to the Established
Church clergyman, who preaches the doctrine of
the Trinity ; the State too maintains a Preshyterian
clergyman in the same district, who teaches a simi-
lar article of faith ; and alongside of these is to be

B
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found another clergyman paid alsoby the State, who
makes it his business to put down, what the other
two are paid for uphelding, in the face of an official
statement besides, that he differs from them #n
sothing. Three thousand pounds of the Regium
Dopum are yearly received by persons, who in
opposition to the churches of England, of Scotland,
and of Rome, with nearly all the Dissenting sects,
endeavour to prove that the divinity of our Saviour
is untrue. If such be their opinion, let them pub-
lish it; but until the State sanctions their pay as
anti-trinitarians, the amount paid to them is so
much deducted from the legitimate appropriation
of the grant.

The Regium Donum was in the fiest lﬂm

ziven on account (as the patent bears) “u@,_the
losses” sustained by the Presh}m MF
being deprived of the tithes with Mmm k
originally invested, and its subsequent augmenta-

tions were occasioned by the increase of people.
The sum is not excessive, amounting only to a
Government subscription of a shilling per annum
for every man, woman, and child belonging to the
one hall million of people claimed by the endowed
Synods, the clergymen being supposed to receive as
much more from seat rents, or other congregational
contributions.  But moderate as comparatively
speaking is this amount, the money could be dis-
tiibuted far more beneficially than it is at present,
with relation both to the clergy and to the general
advantage of the Presbyterian church.

L
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Mention has been occasionally made of Seceders,
without explaining the term to those who are un-
acquainted with sectarian appellations.  About
the year 1736, several ministers separated from the
Established Church of Scotland, in consequence of
Queen Anne’s act in favour of lay advowsons being
at length recognized by the ecclesiastical courts;
and they formed themselves into ancther division,
resigning their state endowment, and forming new
congregations out of the old ones. They seceded
from the BEstablishment, but instead of dissenting
from it, they maintained the same discipline and
doctrine, but with (in their opinion) greater exact-
ness than the parent church.  Although lay patron-
age never existed in Ireland, the same views
extended in a few years to that quarter; and
persons dropping off from the Synod of Ulster,
increased by new comers from Scotland, appeared
under the denomination of Burgers and Anti-
Burgers, who latterly united as the Presbyteriah
synod,” or more commonly, the Seceders. They
have always required subscription to the Westmin-
ster Confession, and no doctrinal latitudinarianism
has been hitherto imputed to them. These Sece-
ders (with the Covenanters) have noother psalmody
than the metrical version used by the Church of
Scotland ; but a collection of hymns, has of late
got partially into use throughout the Synod of
Ulster, in addition to the old psalmody ; the Uni-
tarian Synod exclusively use hymns, and in general
have also instrumental music. The Irish Seceders
first appeared about 1748, and five-and-twenty years
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afterwards, in consequence of petitioning the legis-
latare against taking caths according te the English
form, they were allowed by statute to take them in
the Scots form, by uplifting the right arn. They
were first endowed in 17234, and have since shared
m the suceessive augmentations of the Royal Boun-
ty, although on less favoured terms than the Synod
of Ulster, fo whom rates of £1080, £95, and £50
were assigned, while the Seceders are in classes of
only £70 and £50 currency. But this invidious
classification, cannot be much longer continued
without injustice. The Seceding clergymen were
originally invited over from Scotland, by persons
who were dissatisfied at the disrecard of discipline
and laxity in doctrine, which at that time weighed
down the Synod of Ulster. Their appearance has
done much good ; and although there are at present
difficulties to an ncorporating union, there seems
no reason why a friendly association or federal
umion, might not now be established between"two
synods, both of whom adopt the Westminster Con-
fession as a common standard.

From this explanation it is evident, that the term
Seeeder is not properly applicable to any section of
the Irish Presbyterian church, in the sense in which
it is, or ever was understood in Scotland ; and even
in that country, it is now from the great progress
of knowledge, giving way to the more favoured
epithet of voluntary or dissenter. The fathers of
the secession never doubted the lawhilness of a
Church Establishment, but not a few of their de-
scendants in the present day, have found out that
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amy such institution is anti-seriptural. These fa-
thers, and the founders of the Established Church,
and the Westminster Assembly of Divines, and the
most eminent continental theologians, were so far
from finding the Bible adverse to an Establishment,
that they found in it sufficient evidence in its favour.
Their more enlightened descendants, however, have
received great illumination on the subject, and
what escaped Luther, and Calvin, and Knox, and
Erskine, and the Martyrs, and Philosophers of
other kingdoms and ages for no less than 1500
years, has been brought to light by Church Volun-
tary Seceders. To have aclerzyman supported by
the State, or by any other means than the elee-
mosynary donations of the persons instructed by
him for the time being, is discovered to be anti-
scriptural ; we pay lawyers and physicians when
we want them, and clergymen will also be always
supported on the same principle. It was so in the
three first ages of the church—it is so in America,
and in all dissenting congregations; and to tax
people for the support of clergymen who make
them no return, or who preach a contrary creed,
violates the liberty of conscience. An Establish-
ment also renders the clergy too independent of
their flocks—it' encourages indolence, and very
frequently, heresy. These are some of the argn-
ments put forward in the maltter.

India, with its Pagan population of many mil-
lions, is no unapt illustration of the state of the
church during the greater part of the three first
centuries, In both, the Christians are and were
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only a small, scattered, strugeling sect, led on in
the one case by Missionaries, and in the other by
Apostles, but very few in relative number, and
mainly consisting of the humbler classes, viewed in
a pecuniary point.  So poor in truth were the early
Christians, that they had no separate chapels for
themselves, and when they could not get access to
thesynagogues, they assembled in private dwellings,
occupied by some of their fellow helievers, An
establishment under such circumstances is as little
to be expected, as if India were now exclusively
under the dominion of the Mogul, and that he con-
stituted the few Christian Missionaries who are
at present labouring there, ints an Established
Church. Tt would be consummate folly in him to
do so, and it could not have been less in any of the
Roman Emperors. When Christianity however
spread over a large portion of the empire, and had
been embraced by great numbers of every rank,
and reached even the court itself, and that it was
- rapidly extending on all sides, then the sect origi-
nally obscure, became at length superior to all
others. Paganism was superceded by Christianity;
and in so far as human judgment and instrumenta-
lity were concerned, its establishment before this
period, would have been utterly incompatible with
the actual state of society. The new religion was
gradually to win its peaceful course without vio-
lence or commotion ; but if it was established in the
very outset, before the existing priesthood or man-
kind in general had appreciated its truth, or could
regard it in any other light than mere innovation,
the most disastrous consequences would have un-

y



48

avoidably resulted to the public peace. Total
silence in scripture on the subject of establishment,
was therefore perfectly in unison with the modes
adopted for the propagation of Christianity itself;
and it is this silence which the Voluntaries represent
as positive evidence against the institution. To
more than a mere negative inference however, it
cannot amount, while the state at that time of the
church and of the world very plainly show, that this
inference is unwarrantable, and that the silence can
be legitimately accounted for in strict accordance
with the subsequent establishment. Such an in-
stitution was given by Divine authority to the Jews,
and the Voluntaries can only allege with respect
to Christianity, that the question in their opinion
was left open; for no declaration can be produced
against it, and this circumstance instead of being
adverse, is decidedly favourable from the causes
already alluded to.

That an establishment naturally engenders lati-
tudinarianism, is not more tenable than that it s
anti-seriptural. Error is so inseparable from hu-
man nature, that Christianity was not even hall a
century in existence, before false teachers crept in,
and distracted several of the congregations orga-
nized by St. Paul himself. This was in the days of
seriptural and not political Christianity as 1t is
called, and neither the inspiration of the Apostles,
nor their voluntary services, were any protection
against heresy, or indiscipline. In America again,
held up as our model, heterodoxy ispreached by the
descendants of the English Puritans, and at home

R
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we have the denial of the Trinity, and similar
views upheld—not by the Established, but by Vo-
luntary church advocates. America however, cannot
yet be referred to in evidence of the voluntary
principle, as a tax existed there until very lately
for the support of the clergy. The tax payer had
the option of naming the sect to which his money
should be given by the Government, but the tax
must be paid ; and however voluntary might be the
appropriation, the impost was compulsory, and
totally at variance with the plans of British Volun-
taries. But discoveries on this subject are
not confined to Great Britain, and this impost
upon being found to be anti-seriptural, at once
made way for the purely voluntary principle. It
may be here remarked that in the General Consti-
tution of the Federal Union, all recognition of any
religion, or even of the Divine Being is carefully
avoided ; and further, that American clergymen
of every sect—Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Inde-
pendents, and Baptists, who so loudly denounce
Church Establishments as anti-scriptural, are
themselves slave-owners, and countenance this
most scriptural description of property, in their
congregational officers and members without com-
punction. No such stigma can be fastened on
any Church Establishment whatever; but did the
voluntary principle exist in America, in a pure and
unalloyed condition, greater time than three or
H .
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four years must be given, before its results can
be fairly appealed to.3

Those who at home are not members of the Es-
tablishment, amount to a considerable number, but
they are sub-divided into various sections, and
hold scarcely any opinions in common, except
opposition to the listablished Church. The Inde-
pendents, the Baptists General and Particular, the
various classes of Arians, Socinians, &c. are nearly
all Voluntaries; but they differ among themselves
in what they hold to be cardinal points, while the
Establishment on the other hand professes unity
of doctrine and discipline. Each of these sects
separately considered, is incomparably less than
those belonging to the Established Church ; while
the Methodists and many others who are not actual-
ly members of the Establishment, are yet friendly
to the principle. Numerous English Dissenting con-
gregations are in possession of private endowments
bequeathed by persons at one time connected with
them ; but to continue receiving these endowments
is quite inconsistent with the new views of Eccle-
siastical Finance. If the persons composing a
congregation for the time being, and who are the

* Tt appears by a recent publication, that the American synod
of Covenanters or Reformed Presbytery, have for seversl years
excluded from their church-membership, all slave owners or
belders. This is the vnly kuown exception.

-
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parties benefited by the instructions of the Pastor,
are exclusively to maintain that Pastor (which is
described to be the Voluntary principle), then he
ought not to receive one shillimg of income from
any other source than the free offerings of his
people. It is immaterial whether the additional
income be two or twenty pounds a year, or
whether it be a private endowment, or a portion of
Regium Donum. The principle remains still the
same ; it is yearly so much received by the Pastor,
and not contributed by persons under his care, or
to whom he renders any spiritual service, From
the parliamentary reports of the Charity Commis-
sioners it would appear that these private endow-
ments are considerable ; and it also appears, that
instead of surrendering any of them in proof of
the efficacy of the Voluntary Principle, that some
Voluntary churchmen keep fast hold of funds be-
queathed by persons who would have entirely re-
pudiated them and their doetrines. So much as
to private endowments. Then since 1720, a small
sum (£1000 a year) has been given by the State
towards supporting poor Dissenting ministers in
England. The money was originally divided
between such Ministers, and the widows of Minis-
ters; for many years back however, the whole
grant has been given to the poorer clergy, for the
dissenting laity have made respectable provision

- m a——
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for their Ministers’ families, an example which
should be followed elsewhere. IHere then is an
English Regium Donum, most limited indeed in
amount, but received and distributed in direct op-
position to the Voluntary Principle, by the cham-
pions also of the principle; and such facts should
exempt those friendly to an Establishment, from
being branded as monopolists, and violators of the
liberty of conscience. Without the assistance of
Methodists, Independents, and other sects, the re-
ligions instruction of the middling and operative
classes would have been for less than it is, for an
establishment cannot expand and adapt itself to the
ever-shifting population in manufacturing districts,
with the same agility as a dissenting denomination.
It is as auxiliaries however, that Voluntaries are
useful ; they have as such, beneficially existed at all
times, but no country has for fifteen centuries been
without an Establishment. Their principle as-
sumes, that men will always do for the support
of religion what it is their duty to do. like many
other abstract propositions, this is never found to
be true in practice; and the state therefore steps in,
because a great part of mankind have never yet
willingly performed this duty however able they
may be, and another part are not able to do it,
however willing.

Opposition to the English Establishment is oc-

casionally founded on the amount of church rates,
the order of Bishops, or their presence in Par-
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hiament, and similar considerations. In Seot
land there are no Bishops, and no rates, and the
five Universities are open to every sect—yet the
Voluntary clamour is louder there than in England.
In the large towns, the increase of pepulation has
rendered necessary the erection of additional
churches, and whoever oceupies a seat in such
buildings, must pay for his accommodation ; but
the parochial churches are free—there are no sur-
plice or other fees—no Baptism, Marriage or Bu-
rial grievances—no Ecclesiastical dues, or courts,
and the clergyman is exclusively paid by the land-
lord. Some streets in the old town of Edinburgh
and a small part of another burgh pay a descrip-
tion of Minister's money under a local law, which
is about to be amended, but this is all. For the
last century and a half, the landlord has paid the
clergyman, and the whole cost of the Estah-
lishment for one thousand parishes, with a popula-
tion of nearly two millions, is about £370,000 a
vear. Neither pluralities, or non-residence have .
vet been discovered; the clergymen are in sub-
stance chosen by the people, every duty of the
church is done gratuitously, and all that the
English Dissenters complain of, is unknown in
Scotland.  Yet the whole is now represented as
anti-scriptural.  Considering how long the bible
has been in circulation, this discovery is marvel-
lously late, but the condition of some of the parties
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may have possibly sharpened their intellects on the
subject; for it appears that not a few Voluntary
congregations, are in fact meetings of creditors.
A chapel is quickly run up by borrowing a great
number of small sums from the intended congre-

gation, and the members must afterwards stick
together from pecuniary as well as ecclesiastical
motives. In any large town,a popular preacher
can secure a general audience whose contributions
will maintain him, and pay the interest; but the
borrowed capital hangs on like a dead weizht ; and
m many of the best attended Voluntary. chapels,
remains afier twelve or twenty years without de-
duction. Church building is in some parts also a
matter of profitable speculation for tradesmen, so
that the mere erection of Meetinghouses uncon-
nected with the Establishment, is no evidence in
favour of the Voluntaries, until the debt be paid
off. The very condition of such Meetinghouses
indeed demonstrates the defectiveness of the sys-
tem ; forif its ablest advocates cannot in the most
favoured situations, colleet enough to clear the en-
cumbrances, it may easily be imagined what the
case would be, in poor or mountainous districts. A
man who has lent money to build a church, and
cannot get it back, requires few arzuments to con-
vince him that it is anti- scriptural in the State to
depreciate the value of his stock by building
another church; and one who pever possessed
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tithes or Regium Donum, and who never wi
very safely abuse both, and protest he will a
neither.  Politics too, lead some people now
look on any institution five years old as in a state of
mere dotage; it is to these three classes and their
adherents, that the world owes the recent discovery.
To enlarge however any further, would be un-
necessary. The Presbyterian church of Scotland
and of Ireland, has contributed so much to the
common good of their respective countries, and
to the success of so many individuals trained up
under its admirable operation, as to place it far
beyond the reach of such assailants. If ever it
will be endangered, the enemy will be within itself.
The Church is based on the affections of the peo-
ple, and endeared to all by the sufferings of their
forefathers. Let sound doctrine be tauzht, and
strict discipline enforced. This will be carrying
out Presbyterianism not in name, but in power ;
it will then move on increasing in usefulness
and strength, when the Voluntaries with the Allies
whom they have so seripturally invoked to join
their crusade, will be equally forgotten.
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Ballyclure = =IFE o
TILLD £ ass.
Hollpwrood - el SRR TR e T
BEYNOD OF MUNSTER.
FILET CLASE
r Abtendanos. > Attendanca,

Conch iy 200 Hustice-st., Dhubilin ) 170

{second minister) jz _ (second minister) | ol

Strand-sb - FrahlE. = 5




il
SECOND CLAES,

1 Hr.teﬂ.g'lll Amndnuuu Sopngth, Atiendanes.
Bandun = Limeriek & = 130
Clonmel - - ||

THIRD CLASA.
Fethard = IE a5 Summerhill, Meath 19
Fermoy {lapsed) o |

N.B.—The attendance here stated amounts to 1469, and if o fourth be
added for casumltics, the total s 1531,

SECEDERS.
FIRST CLASE.
Ardstraw - - 1660 Dublin, Union Chapel I?ﬂ& 700
Bailichoro - = Ta0 00 Ginrvaghy - - S0
Bubroshens - P o1 (rlanenr - - I?.Lil 400
Hallimmbineh - ° - 438 220 Lisz=nra — S
Bullydown - - G675 Lioughnery s — 1440
Ba.l.l;gmnluy = - 672 Londonderry - = 900
Beltast, Ist. conr, = 330 225 Marketlall = = 1020 400
A 24, do. - 730 Muss-lane, Dublin, rlupsed}
Boardmills - - - 947 Monaglan - - 1361 400
Cahans - 1242 430 Newry - 7-5'.!‘ AL
{mtlvhlame} - 703 200 Me n:nm:hanu.itun - TR 350
Castlecnulfield - 471 150 Randulstown - - G373 a0
Clure 4 - 4 Ray - - 1860 GO0
Clananeeze - - 1969 Hedrock - - 0498
' Clantibrett = - 90 Husevarde - - 1227
Clarke’s Bridge e Huintficld - - hol 450
Coleraing - - TS Sandhboles - - 10k
Cookstown - - 761 450 Searva - = #3030
Donacleney - - 1203 500 Sixmite Orgss = = T
Dermmyralley. - - 5O Tussa - - B
Dirumbanagher - 7 Tullysitan - ~ 14005
Dirumygrooland - 1520 600 Tyrannes Pitches - 829
Dironmilee - - B0
EECOND CLARE.
Abovey - - 50 2w o Lastlowellan - - 512 180
..:llmphlll - - 950 85 Cirieve - - a5l
[htro - = 10 4K Crowimate - - 2
Anachlone 1 R Corryneary - - = 1@
Armagh - - 410 15 | Coodebill . - 00 230
Aughulowie {hpsed ) | Clananeeza - - B52
Back Lane, Drblin, {lupsedy Crossgar - - 605 40
Ballyeaston = - - o 40 Oross Roals - - G498 250
Tudiveopeland - - 405 Ciulmady - = 531
Ballyldack - = 348 Donegore - - G
Bullylennon - - 150 Domegal = s
Ballymonvy - - 625 150 Dirogheda - = 40 175
Bullymena = = B 300 Diramleen - - a0s
Bullimhatty - - 306 25 Drombillaay - - 867 2455
Ballymagrane - - 839 Dhrum = = e
S Dhunho - - B50 22
- - - 480 Dhngmana - - M
S e T Dunganngn - - 224 80
T arleh 'y B |



G1

© Srrengtho Attendance, Streapth, Abendnmoe
(iarva - - 591 0 Aoirn - - B0
CGrermany’s Groves - 700 270 Woms side - - 733 200
{ralpalirk - - 310 Mewtownards - - 420
(ilenhay =z — A8 Newtown Limavady - 528 300
Granshow L Newtoun Ferry -
Hill Elall - - 1165 430 Mewtown Stewart = 20
Tslund Magee - = 130 | HNewhliss - - OI0 250
Kilkeel 13k ARt 1y New Mills = - bl
Kilmore b Pomeray - - 3 M
Kilmurries = - 1400 Puﬂgllwmﬂe - - G700 A5
Killrnts - - 987 275 Hathfeyland - - 550 360
Kings Mills - - 1171 Ruckeurry - = 3
Larne - = 503 100 Bewford - -
Lecumfer - - 174 Sepfin - -
Letterkenny - - 254 100 Smirhbor S - 290 TN
Lizhellow - - Gl 4.3 Stewartstown = - 447
Livle Hill = = B0 2 Strabane - - 870
Mugherahamlet - Ly Stranorlar o = OB5 B3
Muragall e Tartaraghan - - 805 130
Moneymote - 150 Toberkeigh =0 -
Aliddleton - - 5 4

No. OF PRESEYTERIAN MEETINGHOUSES, AND OF
FRESBYTERIANSE OF ALL DENOMINATIONS IN
IRELAND, JULY, 1833,

Population. Chapela Tapulation, Chapels,
Antrim - - J8TiS 3 Limerick - - B0 1
Armagh = P 5 LondonderTy - 85850 Eh)
Carlow = 3 1 Lomgtord - - 441 2
{lavan - - P12 13 Liouth = - 1361 5
Clare - - 2 1 Mayo - - a2l 3
Cork - L i Meath - - G 1
Thomegal E - 4205 el Monaghan - = SN203 2N
Down - - 163819 138 Lrueen's - L] 1]
Thublin - = MG 7 Roscommon - 0 0
Fermunagh - 04 5 Slimo - - 93 <
(zalway - - B3 1 Tipperary - - T 2
Kerry - = 1] i Tyrone - - 73517 6l
Kildare - - L] i Waterford - - 26 2
Kilkenny = - L) i} Westmeath = - 152 1
King's - - 12 ] Wexlord - = 19 1]
Ligitrim - - 56 ¥ Wicklow - - 196 1

M. B._The enumerators cmployed by the Commissioners of Public
Tnstrnction. did not in many cuses distinguish the section of the Preshyte-
rhun Clmreh to which the Meetinghouses belong, nor did they give the
eongrezational name,  Many Chupels are in course of croction un?l pubilic
worship, is frequently performed in sehools, eourt-houses, and - similar
buildings; but exclusive of these, there are alroady H01 Freshyterian Meet-
ingheuses in Ircland, all under Syoodieal contral,

No. OF PRIMITIVE WESLEYAN METHOBISTS AT
EACH STATION IN IRELAND, JULY, 1535

Thablin = = - 40 Mdenstle - - - -84
Waterford - _ = a7 Enpmniskillen - - = 70
New Hoss TR — Maguire’s Bridge snd -3 o919
Cork - - - - 2650 vingstown = -

Lo - - 443



62

Boscrea - = - . 112 Newtownstewart .- - 045
Athlone - - - . 595 Charlemont - - - 1603
Longlord - - - - - am Tundrages, e - = 1004
Clones: = = "= Z 1341 Balfast - - - 585
Covam = = - - 1967 Digwenputricls - - 485
MIFEIOE S,
Wicklow - - G - lGo Castlebar - = - A6
Eillkanny - - - . “g§ Sligo - = = o B
Clonmel - BN RS S 85 Bunerana, fe. - SRS A
Youghal - = - - 353 Chimnghy - . e
Skibbereen - . - @8 Aughnacloy - . - 219
Eerry © - o - = 7 Coolestown - = = ftmh
Cloughjorden « - - 70 Lisborn and Antrim - 844
Mountrath - . . 190 Nowry and Banbridge - 245

Roscommon and Boyle 76

Total in Society 17733 Pieachers 46— Miscionnries 17— Collections
for Supernumery Preachers £304 [0s, Bil. — Building Fund £67 la 54—
Education Fund for Preachers Children £146 75, dil,— Asgessment on
Members for support of Clergy £1,424,

—_—

No. OF WESLEYAN METHODISTS AT EACH STATION
IN IRELAND, AT JULY, 1835

Trublin = = = 1M3 Castlehluney - - 236
Dmgheda and Dundalk - 570 Killethunden and Boyle Tal
Wicklow A - = S0 ﬂ"[{::l:l.ghnn = = = e
Waterfurd = L - 270 Funiskillen - -
Carlow - - - a3 Brockhorae® - - Tl
Newtownbarrey - = 35 Manorhamilton - = 7
Westord - - - g Ievinestown - = 1450
Cork and Cove - - &3 Lovdonderry - - 8B
Bandon = = o GhBl Strabeme - = - 985
Skibheresn - - - Ormagh S - 05
Tralce R Belfast - - =D
Limerick - = = BB Dianngrhndes .
Rogeren -~ = - 1593 Carriclfergus - - 5
Clonghjordun I |- Coletaine - - - Dol
Tullanyares - - - G Lisburn - = - 441
Dlountrath snd Maryhoro' 483 Mewry - - - 353
Longford - e - 180 Drungznnos - = = 3D
Slizo - = = - 35 Armugrh - - - T
Costlehar = = - 140 Lintgmm - - - Tl
Ballina = = o chmg Moiea ond Dromore - - 505
Clones - - = h2y Tnudl‘ngn: = = = 1400

MIFSTONARY BTATIONS.

135 Letterkenuy, Stranotiar, 04
=216 e, -

Lenn and Trim .
Yougbal aud Fermoy

Fenmarg - - - Gl Nm'.'l;u:l\'.'rl'liu:m'ady and | 954
Killaloe and Ennis - B Anghadowey = f

Tarbere and Kilensh = 80 Mugherafelt - = 50
Ballinasloe and Galwny G Ballpmeny and Ancrim 172
DMout = - - 35 Hyde Park, - = 240
Chavan - - = 299 Comber and Portalerry 195
Pronegul - = - 83 Burany of Lecale T

Total No. in Socicty, 26087, — Preachers, 536, —Missionariea, 24— Su-
pernomaries, $8.—Amomt of Vewly Colleetions, £635 173 Td—
Prenchers Aunxilinry Fund, £228 10s. 7d.— Eduestion Fund for Preseh-
ers Children, £832 195, 11d., and  Clupel boilging Fund, £366 4= &d.




PROTESTANT DISSENTING CONGREGATIONS.
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gk | §E
INDEPENDENTS. g | QUAKERS. 5
a5 :;i
—— it o e
C Balfast v ieina 300 AN e (18
. Carnmoney .,... R ; Belfust. oo | 150
Bt 3 Carriclfergis ... | B0 Antrim Lishurne.. e | LERY
O Rl i) s "I-I.lqht rumiss oo a0
Armagh..... Armagh = Moyt .cemien- 135
J‘l.rmagh Moy . g | j'{ .r':m 5
{Ruh Hiii Carlgw 1] .':"enngh.. Al
Troncgal Dronegal.. Coscle Lok, 28
Tivan Mewry . L Youghul ... o Ay
i St Andrew s ..... 3,:.-41 Cavun Drumgoon......-..| 18
York street.... ...0 500 Hillshoro . coevsnsar 16
. Sion Chapel...._..{ 400 Bachfrvland ......f 10
Tubin ) Ebenser ditto.....| 6on] D70 §5hankh'.':!1.......... 25
¥y Flunket-street....| 100 b 1171 | iﬂ
Rilmainkim ...... S0l « BEustace-street....[ 14
Clark 50 S0 Dblin '} Kingstown ..oc.oa| 60
Cork AMullow... A0 ettt Rathangan.........| 40
% Youoghal.. 104} Kildure % .["pu.ll.ituzlrgea &0
Ferry Tralee, 45 Birr.. -1
Fildare Maas. .., 60| Eing's Hu'rﬂsnat'arnc}' 30
King's Birr, feeu | 100 Tullamere. coeee.. Al
Limerick City....| 200 Limerick City ...} 200
Laouth Dansdalk.. - g " Rossinullis,. ... ..} 140
Londunder rJ_'r LlL:.' 204 i { Clomenagh. o) 96
slhigo.,, ()} Calr. ..o cicie] ED
Waterford .. i Tipperary 3 Clonmel.. wer| DEAF
Wexford. ... E;[] SErCh. 40
Tryrone Castlecautfield, .| 40] Waterford 'L-Il“i' a50
|| Westmeath Moate... 40
1 Bal]yhu%hrd 16
!I; hmum:nrthy ....... )
] Wexford 4 Ferne..cimsrirenae] 13
| New Ross.. 15
| Taghmon.. - A
WiekloW. oveeemea] 25
MOBAVIANS. TRIEH EVANGELICALS
: “Aboghillo. ool 2500 T Queen’s  Mlaryboro’.........| 08
<Antrim {Blﬂlindcm.. = -i-'l}l
Cavan Dumgoon. ... R IDimgarvam.... ....| 120
Wi Hitlsboro ..o cainaa 60 Waterford %
Kilkeel .. ..o 1A Eirosanty... veeeef 40
Londonderry, Castledawson..| 150
Dublin.....0f 50




fi:d

Al FPROTESTANT DISSENTING CONGREGATIONS

SEPARATISTS.

g
I BADPTISTS. g2

=

Z

E; Cotk Cityue.. 5[!![ Queen's  Maryboro!........{ 18
: Londan. § Desartlyi... e | 20
= Eilyre  Athy......coreeeeel 20

Cl derry Coleraine, ..
45| Doc, (M Eelly)..| 40

35| AR e s, #0
Ea TiPPmmT{']hurlgs ..... _ a0 Dublig . veee i anasy 100

D Wkt i .l"ithlnm_:

Wi N.B.—A Jewish Synagogue hes been lately opened in Dubilio, heing
Wu the only one in Ireland.  Public worehip in the Welsh lahguape iz also
{ar performed to sewmon imd others, whe frequent the port of Dublm,
















